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Media Plaza 2.0 is an auditorium inside the Jaarbeurs, an innovative and 
modern exhibition and convention center in Utrecht, the Netherlands that 
attracts 2.65 million visitors from around the world each year. This auditorium 
was in great need of an update. The existing color palette was grey, the 
furnishings outdated, and it made for a very sterile environment that did not 
fit what this venue needed to be to entice event organizers. It was time for a 
change; however the change had to complement Media Plaza, a previous project 
inside the Jaarbeurs, be fresh and inspirational in design, accommodate 200 
fixed seats while keeping the existing amphitheatre shape and structure, and 
completed within 8 weeks.
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Designed by Martin Ballendat, Dauphin’s Perillo, an 
ultra modern chair, sophisticated in design with a simple 
sculpted appearance was specified for Media Plaza 2.0, 
after 200 people from all over the world were asked to give 
their opinion and unanimously agreed that Perillo is an 
attractive and comfortable chair. Architect Liong Lie and his 
team from 123DV architectuur worked closely with Dauphin 
to develop a customized color palette that resulted in an 
irresistibly cheerful, dynamic atmosphere that is a bold and 
highly emotional design for a theatre auditorium. With fresh 
powerful colors such as yellow, lemon, rose, pink, purple, 
light blue or dark blue on the outside and inside a soft seat 
cushion in white leather, a special feature developed by 
the architect and Dauphin, Perillo enhanced the design of 
the larger room by morphing into “cheery butterflies” that 
exude an extraordinary radiance of color.
 
Other important improvements to the auditorium which 
increased functionality included new acoustic panels 
at the back of the room, and a new lighting plan. Since 
good acoustics and lighting are crucial elements for an 
auditorium to function properly, the LED lights integrated in 
the steps, ceiling and back wall of the auditorium, provided 
the required level of intensity and luminosity. By having 
acoustic panels in the back, this reduced the amount of 
visibly distracting details which increased the attention 
of the audience towards the speaker’s platform resulting 
in improved visibility and acoustics. In addition, to further 
ensure excellent visibility, the Perillo’s  are fixed in position 
which creates a bright and fresh first impression every 
time.
 
Media Plaza 2.0 has become a state of the art auditorium 
that provides a most enjoyable experience to the audience.  
All the factors that contributed to the success of this 
venue - seating, design, acoustics, and lighting - working 
together to create an atmosphere conducive to the needs 
of the lecturers and audience. Media Plaza 2.0 is a stellar 
example of how design can be brought to new heights and 
deliver the perfect ambiance.
 

“The response to the converted theatre 
auditorium has been very positive indeed and 
in the last 6 months alone, many national 
and international companies have used the 
venue. Perillo is the best decision we have 
made in years”.
Roland Jagt, Sales Manager at DHDG’s Dutch brand.
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